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DEKALB SCHOOLS IMPLEMENTS NEW MEASURES TO
ENSURE ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY

The DeKalb County School System today announced a series of initiatives to
ensure transparency, accountability and effectiveness in the operations and
finances of all departments of the School System.

Today’s actions are a key component of Superintendent Dr. Cheryl L.H.
Atkinson’s 90-Day Entry Plan, which pledged to identify and correct critical
issues facing DeKalb Schools.

The accountability initiatives include establishing a Citizens SPLOST
Oversight Committee, a 12-member body of community representatives
formed to provide oversight of SPLOST-funded construction projects and to
report to DeKalb County residents on how SPLOST funds are being spent.

The SPLOST, or special purpose local option sales tax, is an opportunity for
voters to continue a one-cent sales tax that funds new school construction
and ongoing facilities improvements. An extension of the SPLOST, known as
SPLOST 1V, will be decided by voters on Nov. 8.

In addition to the Citizens SPLOST Oversight Committee, the School System
also has recently implemented a number of internal operational and financial
checks and balances, including:

¢ Independent Auditor. The auditor, who works in conjunction with the
Office of Internal Affairs, conducts ongoing review of the School
System’s finances and makes monthly public reports to the Board of
Education

“The School Cannot Live Apart From The Community”
www.dekalb.k12.ga.us


http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/�

e EthicsLine. Available on the DeKalb Schools website, the EthicsLine
allows employees, parents, citizens and others to alert School District
officials and the internal auditor of irregularities in finances or
operations. Citizens can access the EthicsLine at
www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/audit-and-compliance or by calling 888-475-
0482

e Purchasing Oversight. New purchasing reporting policies have been
implemented in all departments to establish improved transparency
and oversight of School System expenditures

“One of the central missions of our administration is to assure parents,
citizens and taxpayers that we are committed to accountability at all levels,”
Dr. Atkinson said. “We will continue to enact policies to ensure oversight,
transparency and efficiency. Our schools, parents and, most importantly, our
children deserve nothing less.”

For more information about SPLOST IV and the DeKalb County School
System accountability measures, please visit www.dekalb.k12.ga.us.
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